Fallon Horseman’s Association 

2011 Class Descriptions

Halter: to be judged on conformation, type, quality, and way of going based on breed standards.  To be shown in-hand at the walk and trot/jog.  1st and 2nd place horses from classes #1-6 to be judged in Grand and Reserve Champion Halter Horse.  Points earned go to overall Halter Horse award.


Stallions: open to all stallions of any breed, all ages.  No junior handlers.

Mares: open to all mares of any breed, all ages.


Geldings: open to all geldings of any breed, all ages.

Halter Weanlings/Yearlings: to be judged on conformation, type, quality and way of going based on breed standards.  To be shown in-hand at the walk and trot/jog.  Open to yearlings and weanlings only.  NO CROSS ENTRY into any open halter class.  

Halter Mustang/Mule/Burro Open: open to any mustang, mule or burro, any sex, any age.  Juniors may not handle stallions or jacks or uncut johns.  To be judged on conformation, type, quality and way of going.  To be shown in-hand at the walk and trot/jog.  

Halter Mini/Pony: not to exceed 14.0 hands (56 inches).  To be judged on type, quality, and way of going based on breed standards.  No cross entry into horse classes except for Color Horse or Non Color Horse halter.  Ponies MUST be pony bred, and must include pony breeding.  (i.e., Arab/welsh pony cross) Points earned go towards Overall Halter Mini or Pony Award.

Color Horse Halter: open to all horses, any age, any sex or color breed, to include Paints, Pintos, Appaloosas, Buckskins, Palomino, Duns/Grullas.  To be judged as a color horse conformation class.  NO Breed stock color horses. 

Non-Color Horse Halter: open to all horses, any age, any sex of a Non-Color breed, or who does not exhibit “color” as described above. All bays, chestnuts, sorrels, greys, blacks that are not exhibitive of Appy or Pinto coloring are welcome in this class. 

Lunge Line (A): open to any equine of ANY age, sex, breed not yet broke to ride. Exhibitor will lunge animal both ways at all three gaits for no more than 2 passes each direction per gait, unless directed otherwise by Judge. To be judged on presentation, quality of movement, disposition, and conformation.

Lunge Line (B): open to any equine of ANY age, sex, breed that is broke to ride or already started under saddle. There will be NO CROSS ENTRY between Lunge Line classes A and B. Exhibitor will lunge animal both ways at all three gaits for no more than 2 passes each direction per gait, unless directed otherwise by Judge. To be judged on presentation, quality of movement, disposition, and conformation.

Showmanship: to be judged on the ability of the exhibitor to handle and show a horse in a halter class.  The horse is a prop used to show the ability of the handler.  Grooming and fitting of animal 35%, appearance of handler 15%, showing the horse in the ring 50%.  Exhibitors may only show one horse in each showmanship class.  Points earned go to respective year-end divisions, must specify English or Western in Open class.  Must wear English or Western attire based on where you would like the points to be awarded.

Sport Horse In-Hand: formerly Suitability for Dressage. To be judged at the walk and trot on the triangle, and standing for conformation.  60% movement, 30% conformation, 10% general impression.  Horses over the age of 2 must be shown in a snaffle bridle.  Braiding optional.  Open to handlers of any age, all horses of any sex, any age.  Youth exhibitors may not show stallions.  Points earned go to the English Open High Point Year End Award.

Driving- Clarification of Gaits:  all gaits to be performed in a smooth, relaxed, and balanced manner, consistent with the conformation of the horse



walk:  flat footed, free rhythmical four beat gait



normal (working) trot:  balanced, free moving and relaxed two beat gait



strong (park) trot:  balanced lengthening of stride with noticeable difference from normal trot, without excessive speed, loss of form or two beat diagonal gait, unless animal is of gaited horse breeding, and exhibits a secondary gait, i.e.: pace, rack, or foxtrot.

Driving- Attire:  Exhibitors shall be suitably attired for the type of vehicle used.  Drivers shall be dressed conservatively according to the style of the present day.  Period costumes and gaudy trappings are highly discouraged.  Gentlemen must wear a coat or jacket while appearing in any Driving class unless excused by the judge and/or show management.  When accepting awards, gentlemen should remove their hats.  Ladies must wear a conservative dress, tailored suit, or slacks. The driver should wear a hat, an apron or knee rug or lap rug, and gloves.  Protective headgear may be worn without penalty.  A driving whip shall be defined as a whip with a firm stock of suitable length for the horse being exhibited with a lash no longer than 12 inches

Pleasure Driving Open:  to be shown at a flat-footed walk, a normal trot, and a strong trot both ways of the ring.  To stand quietly and back readily.  To be judged on manners, quality, performance, and suitability.  Entries should give the appearance of being a pleasurable driving horse.  Points earned go to Open Driving High Point Award.

Driving Reinsmanship Open:  to be judged primarily on the driver’s ability and skill.  To be shown at a flat footed walk, a normal trot, and strong trot both ways of the ring.  Drivers shall be required to rein back.  To be judged 70% on the handling of the reins, whip control posture and overall appearance, 20% on the condition of the harness, vehicle, and neatness of attire, and 10% on overall manners of the horse.  Points earned go to Open Driving High Point Award.

Obstacle Driving Open:  horses are required to work over and through obstacles.  Course designer(s) to keep in mind that the course must accommodate 2 or 4 wheeled vehicles and large or small horses.  Obstacles should simulate conditions normally encountered on a pleasant afternoon drive.  This is not a timed event; excessive speed to be punished.  Points earned go to Open Driving High Point Award.

Driving Ideal Horse Open:  Class displays the balance required of a pleasure driving horse, which also exhibits good conformation.  To be shown in an appropriate vehicle, giving the appearance of being a pleasure to drive.  To be shown at a flat footed walk, a normal trot/gait, and a strong trot/gait both ways of the ring.  All horses are to be unhitched and stripped following the driving work.  One or two attendants/grooms per horse are permitted in the ring when called by the judge for stripping/grooming.  Vehicle is to be completely removed from horse prior to removal of the bridle and reins.  Failure to do so will result in immediate disqualification!  Time limit for stripping/grooming is three (3) minutes.  Points earned go to Open Driving High Point Award.

Leadline Equitation Western/English:  class will be conducted only at the walk with a handler leading with a lead line attached to a halter.  Bridles are still required, as rider shall hold onto the reins as in a regular equitation class.  English or western attire may be worn.  Exhibitor may not cross enter into any other riding class, other than Leadline trail and/or Leadline games.  Points to go toward the Leadline year end Award.

Bareback Equitation Walk/Trot English or Western Open:  Rider to be judged on seat and hands, performance of the horse and suitability of horse and rider.  Horses to be worked both ways of the ring at a walk, and jog/trot, and may be asked to back during lineup. Judge may also ask for gait extension at their discretion. Riders showing in English attire are required to post the trot on the correct diagonal. Chaps are optional for all disciplines. Falling will be an automatic disqualification. 

English Pleasure: entries should give the appearance of being a pleasure to ride.  To be shown at a walk, normal trot, and canter both ways of the ring.  Extended trot and hand gallop may be requested at judge’s discretion.  To be judged on performance, manners, conformation, and suitability to the discipline.  Riders are required to wear breeches, hunt boots/paddock boots and approved helmets if riding under Hunter or Dressage tack. Saddleseat/Park entries to wear Daycoats, jodhpurs, or SaddleSuits, and will wear paddock boots.  Jackets are required unless excused by the judge.  Open to all breeds, any sex.  Points earned go to respective year-end divisions.

English Pleasure, 1st and 2nd year Green Horse/Rider: Open to horses showing in an English Pleasure class for their 1st or 2nd year.  To be judged as an English Pleasure class at the walk, trot, and canter.  Points earned go to Overall Green Horse Award.

English Pleasure Walk/Trot: To be judged as an English Pleasure class at the walk and trot only. Points earned go to Overall Walk/Trot Championship Award.
English Equitation (all divisions): rider to be judged on seat and hands, performance of the horse, and suitability of horse and rider.  Horses to work both ways of the ring at a walk, trot, and canter, always on the correct lead.  Riders must post the trot on the correct diagonal unless the judge asks for a sitting trot.  May be asked to work without irons.  Points earned go to respective year-end divisions.

English Equitation, 1st and 2nd year Green Horse/Rider: Open to horses/riders showing in an English Pleasure class for their 1st or 2nd year.  To be judged as an English Equitation class at the walk, trot, and canter.  Points earned go to Overall Green Horse/Rider Award.

English Equitation Walk/Trot: To be judged as an English Equitation class at the walk and trot only. Points earned go to Overall Walk/Trot Championship Award.
Trail: horse to be negotiated over, through, or under a minimum of six (6) obstacles.  Failure to attempt to negotiate obstacles in prescribed order will result in disqualification.  Entries to be evaluated on responsiveness, willingness, and general attitude.  Entries should demonstrate the control, flexibility, and sensibility needed to be a trail horse.  Entries to be shown over and through obstacles at a walk, jog/trot, and lope/canter.  Pattern to be posted at least thirty (30) minutes prior to class opening.  Trail classes are restricted to 1 horse 1 rider combination.  Handler may not change tack and show the same horse again.  Showing a different horse is permissible.  Unnatural or ‘horror’ obstacles should be avoided.  Points earned go to respective year-end divisions.

In-Hand Trail Mini/Pony/Horse: to be shown in a halter with appropriate lead.  Halters with bits are permissible.  Chain on the lead is permitted over the nose, or under chin of animal.  Handler must maneuver the horse using the lead shank of halter only.  The exhibitor may not touch horses unless otherwise instructed by judge.  Whips or crops are prohibited.  Horses shown in this class may NOT be shown under saddle. See above description for more details.

Leadline Trail: to be judged as a ridden trail class at the walk only. The handler will lead all entries with lead attached to the halter of the horse/pony, but emphasis should be on the rider actively guiding the animal as much as their ability will allow. Points to go toward the Leadline year-end award.
Trail Walk/Jog: to be judged as a regular trail class, no canter/loping will be required.  See description above for more detail.  

Western Pleasure:  to be judged on performance, manners, conformation, suitability and appointments.  The horse should be viewed as a pleasure to ride.  To be shown at a walk, jog, and lop both ways of the ring, on a reasonably loose rein, without undue restraint.  The judge may ask for an extension of any gait.  Open to all breeds, any sex.  Points earned go to respective year-end divisions.

Western Pleasure 1st and 2nd year Green Horse/Rider:  open to horses in their 1st or 2nd year showing Western Pleasure.  To be judged as a Western Pleasure class at the walk, jog, and lope.  Points earned go to Overall Green Horse/Rider award.  

Western Pleasure Walk/Jog: To be judged as a Western Pleasure class at the walk and jog only. Points earned go to Overall Walk/Trot Championship Award.
Western Equitation:  rider to be judged on seat and hands, performance of the horse and suitability of horse and rider.  Horses to be worked both ways of the ring at a walk, jog, and lope, always on the correct lead.  May be asked to work without stirrups.  Points earned go to respective year-end divisions.

Western Equitation Walk/Jog: To be judged as a Western Equitation class at the walk and jog only. Points earned go to Overall Walk/Trot Championship Award.

Western Equitation 1st and 2nd year Green Horse/Rider:  open to horses in their 1st or 2nd year showing.  To be judged as a Western Equitation class at the walk, jog, and lope.  Points earned go to Overall Green Horse/Rider award

Reining Open:  To rein a horse is not only to guide it, but to control it completely.  Horse should be willfully guided or controlled with little or no apparent resistance, and dictated to completely.  Any deviation from the exact pattern will be faulted accordingly.  Horses will perform the required pattern individually and separately.  Pattern will be posted at least thirty (30) minutes prior to the class.  Points earned go to Open Western High Point Award, and the Year End Reining Award.

Single Stake Open: A speed class. Riders will run (or go at gait of choice) past the time line starting the clock, go down the arena to a single pole, turn left or right around it, and run back over the time line, stopping the clock. Fastest time wins. Places given through 5th.  Helmets are encouraged, and are REQUIRED for riders under 18, NO EXCEPTIONS!

Speed Barrels Open: A speed class. Riders will run (or go at gait of choice) past the time line starting the clock, and will weave a course of three barrels rounding the end barrel, and weaving back through across the time line and stopping the clock. (Pattern will be posted) Fastest time wins. Places given through 5th. Helmets are encouraged, and are REQUIRED for riders under 18, NO EXCEPTIONS!

Leadline Speed Barrels Open: Same as above, except riders will be led and will go no faster than a jog/trot. Junior riders MUST wear helmets, no exceptions! 

